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Whither Zither Transposing Disc and Capo Guru.

The web is full of such wheeled info-gizmos as this. They are
fun to invent and adapt to your own needs.
Construction:
1. For best results, print onto card stock.
2. Cut out the discs (the littlest one is optional).
3. Glue or tape the big "outer" disc to an old CD.
4. Push a thumb tack up through all the centers as shown,
and cap with a pencil eraser.

8 Pencil eraser

Tiny disc (optional)

INNER DISC
OUTER DISC...

...glued or taped to an old CD

1. Many chord-wheels are arranged
using the "circle of fifths" (E, A, D, G,
C...) instead of a straight progression
up the chromaticscale asIThave done.
This is useful in many ways but
wouldn't work as well as a "capo

guru”.

—_
2. The apparent double-chords on
these discs (D#Eb, A#Bb, etc) still
only indicate one chord each. It'sjust
that a D# chord, for instance, is of-
ten called an Eb chord, etc. All a dia-
bolical plot to make music theory
ever more inscrutable.

OLD key (outer disc). Example: To
change a song to G from C, turn until
inner-disc-G (the new key) aligns with

outer-disc-C (the old key). That's it!
Now, all NEW (inner disc) chords are

TINY DISC
(optional)

INNER
To transpose,
Turn inner disc so the N

key (inner disc) lines up with

lined up with all OLD (outer disc)
chords. What was an F (outer
disc) is now a C (inner
disc), etc.

To use as Capo Guru:

Tiny numbers on outer-disc indicate frets. Turn
inner disc so its little arrow points to the fret
where you have put your capo. Now, the com-
mon fingerings for the inner-disc-chords will
actually create the corresponding outer-disc-
chords. (Arrow on outer disc is just there to
indicate the no-capo situation).

Example 1: If capo is on fret 2, point inner-disc-
arrow to the number 2. This indicates that with
a C fingering you will hear a D chord, as shown
on outer disc.

Example 2: If you only know how to finger in
G, and have to play a song in B, turn the G on
the inner disc to the B on the outer disc, and
note what number the inner disc’s arrow is
pointing at. (In this example, the 4.) Move your
capo to fret 4. Now when you play your song
with G fingering, you will be in the key of B.

s This do-re-mi di

is just one example of
the many useful discs
SR
that can be added.
For other fancier ideas,
Google for "chord
wheel," etc.
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